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sity that forced the usually kind-hearted Dr. Van de Graff,
who was the first to build such a giant electrostatic gen-
erator in an abandoned dirigible hangar near New Bedford

FIGURE 21

The principle of the electrostatic atom-smasher. A small spherical con-
ductor charged with electricity gives its charge to a larger conductor if
brought inside it through a hole.

(Plate IV), to shoot down several pigeons that lived under
the roof of the hangar and were not sufficiently careful
about the cleanliness of the sphere's surface.